
“HIDDEN” HAWAIIANA:

Bringing Local Artifacts to Light



BYU-Hawaii Archives and 

Special Collections



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

1850 – First LDS missionaries 
arrive in the Kingdom of 
Hawaiʻi

1865 – Two ahupuaʻa (6,000 
acres) purchased in Laie 
area.



1919 Laie 

Temple 

dedication



A COLLEGE IN LAIE

1921 – Vision of a college in Laie 

first conceived

1955 – Ground broken and 

classes are started

1955-58 – Church College of 

Hawaii built by “labor 

missionaries.”

1974 – Name changed to BYU-

Hawaii Campus

2003 – Shortened to BYU-Hawaii



UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

University Archives

Artifacts Collections

Audiovisual collection

Pacific Islands Research Room



COLLECTIONS

McGuire

Christensen

DeSure

Local community members

Individual items

1,500 items in total



POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER

Built in 1963

McGuire collection 

acquired for it

Collection was 

later transferred to 

BYU-Hawaii



MCGUIRE COLLECTION

James Washington Lonoiauoaliʻi McGuire

Born 1862 in Kona

Personal attendant to Queens Kapiʻolani and Liliʻuokalani

Custodian of ʻIolani Palace

Direct descendent of Kamehameha the Great through his 

mother

Author of “He Moolelo Pokole no ka Huakai a ka Moiwahine

Kapiolani” (1938)



MUKURTU





GENERIC RECORD



MORE DETAIL, ANYONE?



HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN –

DEC. 23, 1939



STAR BULLETIN - DETAIL







Community 
record





BREAKDOWN OF ARTIFACT CATEGORIES

CATEGORY NO.
Stone 233
Bowl 156
Wood 138
Fishhook 94
Lei 79
Doll 70
Weaving 53
Tooth 50
Adornment 48
Fishing 44

CATEGORY NO.
Bone 43
Fan 40
Mat 32
Kapa/tapa 30
Glass 28
Coral 24
Adze 23
Feather 23
Music 21
Shell 21



WHAT IS NEXT?

Retake photos using light box

Add summaries and descriptions in English

Add summaries and descriptions in Hawaiian

Eventually, 3D images

Cultural sensitivity indicators

Quality control

www.byuh-archives.org

http://www.byuh-archives.org/

